BHS Argumentative Writing: Extended Response Template
Name:	Pd:	Date:


 (
Prompt:
 
Is fate alone responsible for the deaths of Romeo and Juliet, or should certain characters be held accountable?
)Template: Romeo and Juliet Argumentative Extended Response

 (
Claim/Position: 
Ultimately fate alone is responsible for the deaths of Romeo and Juliet.
)	
	
Paragraph 1
Topic Sentence/Grabber: ________________________________________________________________
Background Info (1- 2 sentences): _________________________________________________________
Claim/Position: ________________________________________________________________________
Acknowledge Counterclaim: _____________________________________________________________
Reason 1: ____________________________________________________________________________
Evidence 1: ___________________________________________________________________________
Explanation of Evidence (why it supports your claim): ________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________(citation).
Reason 2: ____________________________________________________________________________
Evidence 2: ___________________________________________________________________________
Explanation of Evidence: ________________________________________________________(citation).

Paragraph 2
Counterclaim: ________________________________________________________________________
Reason 1: ____________________________________________________________________________
Evidence 1: ___________________________________________________________________________
Explanation of Evidence (why it supports your claim): ________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________(citation).
Reason 2: ____________________________________________________________________________
Evidence 2: ___________________________________________________________________________
Explanation of Evidence: ________________________________________________________(citation).
Concluding Statement (states why your claim is more valid than the counterclaim): ________________	
____________________________________________________________________________________.
	William Shakespeare’s “The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet” is a story about love, yet ends so tragically. Although much could have been done to prevent their suicides, these “star-crossed lovers” ultimately are not able to avoid their destiny. Therefore fate alone is responsible for their deaths regardless of how the characters may have influenced the play.  A series of unfortunate circumstances result in disaster, and even though many people could be held accountable, this is not the case.  Upon reading the play closely fate alone is responsible for their deaths.  Shakespeare states “A pair of star crossed lovers take their /  life” (I.Prologue.6-7). This quote from the Prologue states that they have an ill-fated destiny that they will ultimately live regardless of the characters in the play. As the play goes on and Romeo and Juliet eventually fall in Love they realize after learning the other’s identity that they fall in love with someone from the enemy family. An example is when Juliet says,
	My only love, spring from my only hate! 
	Too early seen unknown, and known too late! 
	Prodigious birth of love it is to me
	That I must love a loathed enemy. (1.5.137-140).
Here Juliet refers to the news from the nurse that Romeo is a Montague as a bad omen or unlucky misfortune. This is another reference that fate plays in their lives.
	The characters in the play affect the events that happen, however they are not responsible for the deaths of Romeo and Juliet. Even with a different set of characters and different events, Romeo and Juliet would not be able to escape their ill-fated destiny.  One example is when Friar John explains to Friar Lawrence that he was not able to deliver the letter to Romeo to inform him of the plans that Friar Lawrence has made with Juliet because he was contained in a house associated with the plague (5.2.5-12). Because Romeo was not notified of their plan he took it upon himself to buy a death poison to commit suicide. Whether he committed suicide or not, he would have died tragically because it was his fate. Therefore, fate plays a bigger role in the deaths of Romeo and Juliet than the characters do. The characters should not be held accountable. Instead fate alone is responsible for their deaths. 

