Name: ______________________

Pd: _____ Date: ___________

Definition/Comparison Contrast Essay (25 pts)
English 12 Expos Writing

Standard: (W.11-12.4) Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
(W.11-12.5) Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 
Objective: To define an abstract idea or term and be able to compare or contrast it with another abstract idea or term. 
Requirements: Write a 4-6 paragraph essay (depends on format) from a third person point-of-view, that defines an abstract idea in comparison with another abstract idea (ex. Love and hate, positive feedback and criticism, good and evil, happiness and joy, etc.). Students are required to demonstrate their ability to descriptively write about their topics and organize their paper. You can take a humorous approach or a general or specific approach.
Brainstorm Web (10 pts): Due Wednesday 1/29
Outline Typed(10 pts): Due Thursday 1/29 – Computer Lab
Rough Draft (10 pts): Due Monday 2/3 – Computer Lab
Peer Review  (10 pts): Due Monday 2/3
Final Draft Typed (25 test points): Due Wednesday 2/5
Step 1:  Brainstorm your abstract topic.
Step 2: Think about how you want to organize your essay. Point-by-point or subject-by-subject format.
Step 3: Vividly and specifically as possible, define your topic as best as you can while maintaining a third person point-of-view. 
Comparison Contrast Checklist
              Student Name: _______________ Pd: ____

Brainstorm Web

____

   FINAL DRAFT

____/25
Outline


____



Roughdraft


____

Peer Review

____

TOTAL


____/40

	CATEGORY 
	Excellent (5-4)
	Average (3-2)
	Needs Improvement (1-0)

	Purpose & Supporting Details 
	The paper compares and contrasts items clearly, points to specific examples to illustrate the comparison, and includes only the information relevant to the comparison. 
	The paper compares and contrasts items clearly, but the supporting information is general. The paper includes only the information relevant to the comparison. 
	The paper compares and contrasts items clearly, but the supporting information is incomplete, and may include information that is not relevant to the comparison. 

	Organization & Structure 
	The paper breaks the information into point-by-point or block-by-block structure. It follows a consistent order when discussing the comparison. 
	The paper breaks the information into point-by-point structure or block-by-block, but may not follow a consistent order when discussing the comparison. 
	Organizational pattern not identifiable. Some details are not in a logical or expected order, and this distracts the reader. 


	Transitions 
	The paper moves smoothly from one idea to the next and uses transition words and subtle transitions to show relationships between ideas.
	The paper moves from one idea to the next, but may lack or misuse transition words to show relationships between ideas. 
	Transitions may be missing; connections between ideas are fuzzy or illogical. 

	Grammar & Spelling (Conventions) 

	(10-7)

Writer makes no errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. Entire essay is written in third person point of view
	(6-4)

Writer makes 1-2 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. A few point-of-view errors found. 
	(3-0)

Writer makes several errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. Many point-of-view errors.








