Modern Day Monster (25 points)




            Due: Wednesday May 9 (typed)
Obejective: Write a letter from that person to yourself explaining the motivations and reasons behind their monster like qualities. Your goal is to understand that some things that might seem “monstrous” to you, actually have the best intentions at heart
Instructions

· Think of a modern “Grendel” in your life (ex. A mean brother, nagging parent, strict teacher, coach, etc.)

· Pick a person that cares about you, not an enemy

· Pick 3 traits that make that person a “monster”

· Put yourself in that person’s shoes; think from his or her point of view

· Consider the motivations or reasons behind his or her monster-like tendencies

· Letter requirements

-     Personal Letter Format (1” margins, date, double-spaced, etc.)
-     At least 3 body paragraphs
-     Each paragraph should have at least 4-6 sentences

-     In each paragraph clearly state the monster trait then explain using the motivation or reason    

      for support. 

-     First and second person ok to use (I, you, me, we, etc.)

-     Try to use these words from Beowulf in your letter for an extra point per word

(affliction, solace, fate, exile, loathsome, reparation, admonish, didactic) 

     *Please underline these words if they are used in your letter.

Standards
W.11-12.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.

W.11-12.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

	Assessment
	Points

Possible
	Points

Earned

	Content

· Writing demonstrates 3 clear reasons of motivation  of monster’s action
· Writing clearly explains in depth these reason of motivation with clear support & examples that encourage the reader to empathize with the monster
	10
	

	Structure
· 3 paragraphs minimum (3 paragraphs total) (4)
· Each paragraph contains 4-6 sentences (4) 
· Conclusion paragraph brings closure to the letter (2)
	10

	

	Overall

· Grammatical conventions followed (spelling, punctuation, capitalization, sentence structure)
· Format structure (personal letter format, evenly spaced)
	5
	

	Extra Points for words used within letter

· (affliction, solace, fate, exile, loathsome, reparation, admonish, didactic)
	0
	

	Total
	25
	


April 3, 2014
Dear Rosie,

 
There are many reasons why I have been acting the way that I am towards you. Since you were born I have always wanted the best for you. I never wanted you to take the easy road in life and for you to have everything handed to you. I wanted you to know what it meant to work hard and I wanted you to see the rewards that hard working people get for working hard. I didn’t mean to be so pushy or so demanding and strict. I had the best intentions at heart and I hope you can see that I was simply trying to teach you the importance of working hard and relying on yourself.

Another reason that I push you the way I do is because I know a lot of people who were spoiled as children and throughout their lives. This has caused some of them, even in their adult life, to have things given to them. These kids of people have had a hard time adjusting to life without their parent or other people to guide them or help them. They don’t know how to depend on themselves to get things done. I never wanted you to suffer in this way, so from a young age, I allowed you to do things so that you would know how to take care of certain matters yourself. Many times depending on people will only cause you disappointment. 


Lastly, I must admit that because you are my oldest child, I am most hard on you so that you can set good examples for your siblings. Many times I have needed your help and you have been much more than just a helping hand to me. Instead of babying you, I wanted you to be independent and then in return help me with things that I needed help with. This might be a selfish reason but it is not always the easiest task to raise children. I am grateful that I have you as a daughter. I only want the best for you and I want you to be happy. My strictness has always had good motivations behind it. I was not trying to ruin your life or to keep you from enjoying your childhood. I look at it as a way to prepare you for the real word. I hope that you can understand these things that I have explained to you. I love you.
Sincerely,

Mom
