Outline Formatter
Use this tool to lay out your introduction, body, and conclusion paragraphs. Note your citations in the left margin or on the lines provided for each item. Make a note of the transitional phrases (if any) that you want to use in the right margin.
Use additional body paragraph outline sheets (half sheets) when you need for additional body paragraphs in a subtopic. Feel free to cut this formatter apart and paste it together in proper sequential order. 
I. Introduction
	a. Opening/Grabber: 
	______________________________________________________________________________	
	______________________________________________________________________________
	b. Background:
		i. ______________________________________________________________________
		________________________________________________________________________
		ii. ______________________________________________________________________
		_______________________________________________________________________
	c. Thesis:
	______________________________________________________________________________	
	______________________________________________________________________________
	______________________________________________________________________________
II. Subtopic1; Paragraph #1
a. Topic Sentence: __________________________________________________________________
b. Supporting Detail: ________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
	i. Commentary/Personal Insight (Connect reader back to your thesis): _________
	________________________________________________________________________
c. Supporting Detail: ___________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
	i. Commentary/Personal Insight (Connect reader back to your thesis): _________
	________________________________________________________________________
d. Transtition/Closing: __________________________________________________________

Subtopic 1; Paragraph #2
a. Topic Sentence: __________________________________________________________________
b. Supporting Detail: ________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
	i. Commentary/Personal Insight (Connect reader back to your thesis): _________
	________________________________________________________________________
c. Supporting Detail: ___________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
	i. Commentary/Personal Insight (Connect reader back to your thesis): _________
	________________________________________________________________________
d. Transtition/Closing: __________________________________________________________

III. Subtopic 2; Paragraph #1
a. Topic Sentence: __________________________________________________________________
b. Supporting Detail: ________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
	i. Commentary/Personal Insight (Connect reader back to your thesis): _________
	________________________________________________________________________
c. Supporting Detail: ___________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
	i. Commentary/Personal Insight (Connect reader back to your thesis): _________
	________________________________________________________________________
d. Transtition/Closing: __________________________________________________________

Subtopic 2; Paragraph #2
a. Topic Sentence: __________________________________________________________________
b. Supporting Detail: ________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
	i. Commentary/Personal Insight (Connect reader back to your thesis): _________
	________________________________________________________________________
c. Supporting Detail: ___________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
	i. Commentary/Personal Insight (Connect reader back to your thesis): _________
	________________________________________________________________________
d. Transtition/Closing: __________________________________________________________


IV.  Subtopic 3; Paragraph #1
a. Topic Sentence: __________________________________________________________________
b. Supporting Detail: ________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
	i. Commentary/Personal Insight (Connect reader back to your thesis): _________
	________________________________________________________________________
c. Supporting Detail: ___________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
	i. Commentary/Personal Insight (Connect reader back to your thesis): _________
	________________________________________________________________________
d. Transtition/Closing: __________________________________________________________

Subtopic 3; Paragraph #2
a. Topic Sentence: __________________________________________________________________
b. Supporting Detail: ________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
	i. Commentary/Personal Insight (Connect reader back to your thesis): _________
	________________________________________________________________________
c. Supporting Detail: ___________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
	i. Commentary/Personal Insight (Connect reader back to your thesis): _________
	________________________________________________________________________
d. Transtition/Closing: __________________________________________________________

V. Subtopic 4; Paragraph #1
a. Topic Sentence: __________________________________________________________________
b. Supporting Detail: ________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
	i. Commentary/Personal Insight (Connect reader back to your thesis): _________
	________________________________________________________________________
c. Supporting Detail: ___________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
	i. Commentary/Personal Insight (Connect reader back to your thesis): _________
	________________________________________________________________________
d. Transtition/Closing: __________________________________________________________
Subtopic 4; Paragraph #2
a. Topic Sentence: __________________________________________________________________
b. Supporting Detail: ________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
	i. Commentary/Personal Insight (Connect reader back to your thesis): _________
	________________________________________________________________________
c. Supporting Detail: ___________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
	i. Commentary/Personal Insight (Connect reader back to your thesis): _________
	________________________________________________________________________
d. Transtition/Closing: __________________________________________________________

VI. Subtopic 5; Paragraph #1 (Counter Claim/Rebuttals)
a. Topic Sentence: _____________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
b. Counter Claim (acknowledge opposing views): ____________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
	i. Rebuttal (weaken opposing view): ___________________________________________
	______________________________________________________________________________
c. Counter Claim (acknowledge opposing views): ____________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
	i. Rebuttal (weaken opposing view): ___________________________________________
	______________________________________________________________________________
d. Transition/Closing: ___________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

VI. Conclusion
a. Restate your thesis:
    _______________________________________________________________________________
    ____________________________________________________________________________
    ____________________________________________________________________________
b. Summarize your topic sentences:
   _____________________________________________________________________________
   _________________________________________________________________________________
   ______________________________________________________________________________
   ______________________________________________________________________________
   ___________________________________________________________________________________
   _____________________________________________________________________________
c. End with a powerful, synthesized thought which leaves your reader persuaded!
   _____________________________________________________________________________
   _____________________________________________________________________________
   _____________________________________________________________________________









