Senior Research Paper Grading Rubric

Name: _______________________________________________  Period: _______  Date: _________________ Topic:__________________________________________________ Grade: _______
	Category
	Exceeds Expectations (20-19)
	Meets Expectations (18-13)
	Nearly Meets Expectations (12-7)
	Does Not Meet Expectations (6-0)
	Points

	Body (Evidence)
	Each paragraph has thoughtful specific & adequate amount (2 or more) of supporting detail sentences that develop the main idea. Whether in the form of statistics, results of studies/research, interviews of experts, etc., there is a clear connection to thesis & is convincing and informative. 
	Each paragraph has sufficient (@ least 2) amount of supporting detail sentences that develop the main idea. Whether in the form of statistics, results of studies/research, interviews of experts, etc., there is a connection to the argument. Overall, the information could be more convincing and informative. 
	Each paragraph lacks supporting detail (less than 2) sentences that develop the main idea. Whether in the form of statistics, results of studies/research, interviews of experts, etc., the connection to the main argument is not obvious. Overall, more information could have been provided to convince and inform the reader.  
	Each paragraph fails to develop the main idea and lacks supporting detail sentences that develop the main idea. Overall, there is a lack of information.
	

	Organizational Structure/Idea Development
	Writer arranges supporting evidences and ideas in an organized, logical manner which moves the discussion to a practical conclusion. All elements in the paper work in unity to create cohesiveness. All necessary structures (intro, topic sentence, body, conclusion, closing sentence) are included.
	Writer arranges supporting evidences and ideas in an organized manner which moves the discussion to a practical conclusion. Some elements in the paper work in unity to create cohesiveness. Some necessary structures (intro, topic sentence, body, conclusion, closing sentence) are included.
	Logical organization of ideas not fully developed’ transitions not present.
	No evidence of structure or organization.
	

	
	Exceeds Expectations (10)
	Meets Expectations (9-7)
	Nearly Meets Expectations (6-4)
	Does Not Meet Expectations (3-0)
	

	Format
	Evidence of all listed:

· Proper heading contents

· Times New Roman 12 pt. font

· 1” margins all around

· Double-spaced

· Proper Title Contents

· Pagination (Last name, page #)
· 1/2 “ from top of page

· Meets minimum length (3 or 5 pgs)
	Evidence of 5-6 of 7:

· Proper heading contents

· Times New Roman 12 pt. font

· 1” margins all around

· Double-spaced

· Proper Title Contents

· Pagination (Last name, page #)

· 1/2 “ from top of page

· Meets minimum length (3 or 5 pgs)
	Evidence of 4 of 7:

· Proper heading contents

· Times New Roman 12 pt. font

· 1” margins all around

· Double-spaced

· Proper Title Contents

· Pagination (Last name, page #)
· 1/2 “ from top of page

· Meets minimum length (3 or 5 pgs)
	Evidence of 3 or less:
· Proper heading contents

· Times New Roman 12 pt. font

· 1” margins all around

· Double-spaced

· Proper Title Contents

· Pagination (Last name, page #)
· 1/2 “ from top of page

· Meets minimum length (3 or 5 pgs)

	

	Introduction & Conclusion
	Introduction is engaging, states the main topic and previews background information. 
The conclusion ties ideas together and restates the thesis.
	Introduction states the main topic and previews background information, however it could be more engaging.
The conclusion restates the thesis.
	Introduction states the main topic, but does not adequately preview background information. 
The conclusion does not adequately restate the thesis.
	There is no clear introduction.
Conclusion is not apparent.
	

	Thesis Statement
	Clearly and concisely states the paper’s argument in a thought provoking & engaging sentence.
	Clearly states the paper’s argument in a single sentence.
	States the paper’s argument in a single sentence.
	No apparent thesis statement.
	

	Grammar,  Mechanics, and Word Usage
	No errors in punctuation, capitalization and spelling. No run-on sentences, fragments, or awkward sentences. The writer successfully uses third person point-of-view throughout the paper. 

	Few errors (5 or less) in punctuation, capitalization and spelling or there may be a few sentence errors such as  run-on sentences, fragments, or awkward sentences. The writer may or may not successfully uses third person point-of-view.
	Many errors (6-10) in punctuation, capitalization and spelling or there may be a few sentence errors such as  run-on sentences, fragments, or awkward sentences. The writer does not  successfully uses third person point-of-view throughout.
	Numerous (more than 10) errors distract reader or interfere with meaning. Writer makes a lot of point-of-view errors  throughout the paper. 

	

	In-text Citations
	All cited works, both text and visual, are documented in the correct format. There is a mixture of in text citations within sentences & parenthesis. 

	Most cited works (1-2 missing), both text and visual, are documented in the correct format. There is a mixture of in text citations within sentences & parenthesis.
	Few cited works (3-4 missing), both text and visual, are documented in the correct format. 
	No cited works are evident.
	

	Works Cited Bibliography
	Completed in the correct MLA format with no errors.  Includes 5-7 total sources with 1 print source.
	Completed in the correct MLA format with few errors (3-4 errors).  Includes 5-7 total sources with 1 print source.
	Completed in the correct format with some errors (5-7 errors), includes 2 major references. Does not include the   required total sources with 1 print source.
	Completed in the correct format with many errors (8 or more). Does not include the   required total sources with 1 print source.
	

	Total Points
	
	
	
	
	


